
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Rushes Wilderness Foundation Inc. 
	  

Mission	  
"To	  provide	  The	  Rushes	  owners,	  other	  
neighbors	  and	  friends	  a	  way	  to	  maintain	  
and	  improve	  the	  "Wilderness	  Commons	  
Area"	  owned	  by	  The	  Rushes	  Condominium	  
Association...To	  improve	  access	  to	  all	  
areas	  of	  the	  preserve	  by	  all	  interested	  

persons	  while	  retaining	  its	  natural	  beauty	  
and	  wildness."	  

 
Board of Directors  
Ray Osinski  - President  
Sturgeon Bay, WI  
rcosinski@gmail.com 
	  
JC Pfeiffer - Vice President/Treasurer 
Volunteer Program Manager  
Winona, MN  
pfeiffer@hbci.com  
	  
Marian Hawley - Secretary  
Waukesha, WI 
mbhawley19@gmail.com  
 
Donald Sabin – Corres. Secretary  
Independence, IA  
don332@indytel.com  
 
Carrol Fibich  
Pass Brookfield, WI 
cjfibich@hotmail.com  
 
Leonard Lapacz 
Green Bay, WI 
 
Margaret Pagels  
Sturgeon Bay, WI 
margaret@therushes.com  
 
Mark Sprague 957 
Green Bay, WI 
sinned54304_@yahoo.com  
 
Judy Wroblewski  
Oconomowoc, WI  
jawrob@gmail.com	  	  

December, 2015 

President's Message:  
"We abuse land because we regard it as a 
commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a 
community to which we belong, we may begin to use 
it with love and respect."  
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac  

As someone who loves Door County and The Rushes, you already recognize 
how important it is to protect those things that make The Rushes Wilderness 
Preserve a special place. I continue to be amazed by the commitment of our 
volunteers. In 2015 over 61 volunteers contributed over 1,600 hours of time. 
From 1992 to 2015, 214 volunteers have contributed nearly 14,000 hours. 
Total revenue for 2014 thus far is $14,000 and expenditure is $16,000.  
 
Many generous gifts by owners throughout 2015 have allowed volunteers to 
continue updating and improving the Wilderness Preserve. Please take a 
moment during this season of giving to consider a tax-deductible gift towards 
one of our projects listed below. Your gift of time and treasure is gratefully 
appreciated.  
 
Raymond Osinski, President 
 
Gift Giving Opportunities  
 

• Gazebo Plaque ($250) - 3x5 plaque with name 
& message  

• Trail Map Guide Post ($450) - post with 3x3 
plaque with name & message  

• Interpretive Trail Posts ($100) - 3x3 plaque  
• Wood Duck House Annual Sponsorship ($75)  
• Blue Bird House Annual Sponsorship ($75)  
• Aldo Leopold Trail Bench ($750) - wood engraved  
• Butterfly Habitat Project - Donations of any amount welcomed  
• Trail Maintenance/Improvements - Donations of any amount welcomed  

	  
If you wish to contribute to one or more of the above projects, simply send 
your check (payable to "The Rushes Wilderness Foundation") to:  

The Rushes Wilderness Foundation 3014 Rushes Road 
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202 

Please indicate the project of your choice on your check. If purchasing a 
plaque, include your message on a separate sheet of paper.  

 

 

	  	  

	  

	  



2016 Spring Work Dates  
For 2016 we are planning the following work dates. The primary objectives are indicated in order 
but we may also have some other projects to work on.  
	  
Apr 26, 27 & 28 (Tue, Wed & Thu) – Week 17, 1) planting and care of 
trees in the field, 2) gravel trails, 3) invasives, and 4) butterfly habitat 
prairie and other trail & boardwalk maintenance.  

May 24, 25, & 26 (Tue, Wed & Thu) – Week 21, 1) invasives, 2) gravel 
trails, 3) butterfly habitat prairie, other trail & boardwalk maintenance.  

October 18, 19, & 20 (Tue, Wed & Thu) – Week 42, 1) gravel trails, 2) tree care, 3) invasives, 
4) butterfly habitat prairie, other trail & boardwalk maintenance.   
 
You can pick 1, 2 or 3 of the days to help.  
The hours will be about 9:00 A.M. (or later if you are driving in) to 5:00 P.M. the first and second 
days, and 9:00 A.M. to noon on the third day. We’ll provide lunch at noon and wine, beer, soda, 
cheese, etc. after work on the first and second days. If you can help, please let me or the 
Rushes Front Desk know. We need to plan start times, food, tools, supplies, etc. 
(Pfeiffer@hbci.com, 507- 452-4048, 1555-49th Avenue, Winona, MN 55987.)  

We will provide lodging for those who wish to participate. Special arrangements have been 
made with the Maritime Inn Best Western in Sturgeon Bay for a direct corporate billing, which 
will exclude sales tax since we are a Wisconsin not-for-profit. You will need to mention the 
Rushes Wilderness Foundation when you make your reservation (1-920-743-7231) and have 
them bill us direct. You may stay longer at our special rates of $50 in April, $55 in May, and $60 
in October, but you will have to arrange your own payment.  

We are also looking for someone to do lunch on Tuesday and/or Wednesday. We will reimburse 
the cost. Please contact Margaret Pagels, (margaret@therushes.com) 920-839-2730 if you are 
willing to do this.  

JC Pfeiffer  

 

Volunteers at work. . .  

   



 
   
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
Board Vacancies   

 
Two of our board members will be leaving at the end of 
this year.  They are Carrol Fibich and Judy Wroblewski. 
Carrol has served on the board over four years and has 
been involved in a variety of projects such as creation of our photo albums, establishment of the 
butterfly habitat prairie and development of trail signage. Judy has served three years and has 
taken a leadership role in elimination of invasive plants and coordination of the butterfly habitat 
prairie. The board is grateful for their time and expertise.  
 
We now need to fill these vacant positions for 2016. If you love The Rushes and are interested 
in taking an active part in preserving and maintaining our 100 acre wilderness area please 
submit a letter of intention describing why you would like to join our board. Feel free to call Ray 
Osinski (920.746.9946) or email him (rcosinski@gmail.com) if you have an interest in this 
volunteer position or if you have any questions.  
	  



The Rushes Wilderness Foundation  
A Brief History - Part 2  

JC Pfeiffer has graciously provided the following history of The Rushes Wilderness Foundation. 

In the summer of 1997 the “Yellow” trail was added and Paul Regnier was hired to develop a 
management plan. The observation deck construction and its approach off the yellow trail was started in 
the fall of 1999 and completed in 2000. The approach to the deck was raised in 2003, 2004 and 2008 to 

accommodate the high water level. Three culverts were added in 2004.During 
2005 and 2006 wood chips were spread on parts of the red trail by the Days 
and Pfeiffers. It was soon realized that wood chips rotted away within a few 
years. Graveling of the yellow trail began in 2003 and was finished in 2006. 
Graveling of the red and green trails began in 2013. We have about 2 plus 
miles of trails graveled and hope to have all of them completed in the next few 
years. In 2014 a $1000 grant was received from the Railbrook Foundation for 
this purpose. The total additional amount needed would be about $3000 to 
$5000 to complete this project.  
 

In November of 2002 the first big expenditure was made – purchase of the 
Twister. In May of 2007 the stairway at guidepost #5 was constructed. The 

guardrail was added in October 2011.  The endowment fund was started in 2010. The current invested 
balance is about $7,000.  

In September, 2011 Ray Osinski added educational briefs to The Rushes activity list. His topics include 
conservation and environmental concerns and visitors have enjoyed his weekly interpretive nature hikes.  
The Outpost building was constructed in 2012 and benches were added in 2013.  

May 25, 2013 the gazebo was completed and dedicated to the memory of John and Janet VanDen 
Wymelenberg. The VanDen Wymelenberg Foundation contributed over half of the nearly $30,000 cost to 
construct and outfit it. The VanDen Wymelenbergs were involved in developing 
the Rushes.  

The “Butterfly Habitat Prairie” project began in 2012. The total cost of the prairie 
is estimated at $30,000. Assistance from Waseda Farms with turning of the 
soil has kept the cost lower then expected. The Ruth and William Merkey 
Foundation have made several large donations toward this project. We still have 
a long way to go. The seeding was completed in 2015. Judy Wroblewski has 
been very involved with the design, research and construction of the prairie.  

In the early 2000s Carrol Fibich began taking photos of plants and animals at the 
Rushes. Her research and stunning photos can be seen in the photo guide that 
she created for The Rushes.  During 2013 about 100 daffodil bulbs were planted. 
Another 225 were added in 2014.  

Volunteers have constructed, installed and maintained 10 bluebird, 10 wood duck and 6 flying 
squirrel houses. Leopold and other benches have been constructed and placed at various locations.  
Over the years volunteers have been the key resource. Those donating over 100 hours since the 
beginning include: Ron Blust, David Day, Pat Day, Carrol Fibich, Marilyn Hansotia, Jim Heil, Leonard 
Lapacz, Wayne Martin, Linda Martin, Bob Minor, Carolyn Minor, Ray Osinski, Gary Oswald, Jeanette 
Oswald, Don Sabin, Mark Sprague, and Judy Wroblewski. JC and Arlene Pfeiffer have each contributed 
over 1000 hours.  

Wilderness Foundation Outpost Editor – Carol Ann Osinski – Jacksonport, WI – rcosinski@gmail.com 


